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Using Competences in a Vertical Curriculum - 
Practical tips to build competences in English lesson  

Relatore: Andrew Howarth 



 

1. Setting the scene  
2. Bridging the gap 
3. Utilising classtime 
4. Learning to learn 
 
 
 

Session Aims 



Setting the scene 
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Today’s Students    

   A0   Primary   A1 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Italian children are in a  privileged position because they have the opportunity to begin studying English when they are very young
This can happen from the first year of primary school or even before, in nursery school



 A1      SSPG      A2 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
. In the SSPG they study three years 



 B1      SSSG     B2 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
And another SSSG 2-5 years!
This means from ten to thirteen years of learning English!
With all these years to study a language, surely our students become brilliant speakers and reach level B2 without any problems by the end of their secondary education ....? Not necessarily!

 it’s a bumpy ride and not everytone arrives at the same time , if at all.
Now, however, guidelines for compulsory education from nursery school to secondary school have been fully reconciled and this is really is an opportunity to set your students on the road to reach B2 language proficiency at the end of their secondary education.




Todi 31/05/12 7 

Let’s think about…. 

The current context 
 
Why is there a break in the curriculum? 
 
What is the impact on students? 
 
What can we do? 
 
How technology can help us? 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
So what is the problem.

Read the slide
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Continuity …  

Is uninterrupted progress & development  
 from year to year, school to school 
 
Is not always clear even after years of 
study but essential in order to progress 
 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
We know The fact that young people have the opportunity to study English throughout their school career but this does not mean that there is continuity. Instead this element is essential if students must achieve a minimum of level B2.
Ideally there should be a smooth transition from one school year to another - and the most important factor – from one school to another!

This requires a progressive syllabus – a vertical curriculum
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What obstacles lie in the way of 
educational continuity? 
 

School reforms “in tempi diversi “ 
 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Why has it so far been so difficult to follow and implement this process of ‘verticality’???

Different ministers , different objectives and goals. Each putting their stamp on the education process

Morati, Fioroni, Profumo, Carrozza




Todi 31/05/12 10 

 
What obstacles lie in the way of 
educational continuity? 

 
 

 
 
Syllabus, structure and contents     
of coursebooks 
 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione

Different publishers, each claiming to be better than the last
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What obstacles lie in the way of 
educational continuity? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Diverse methodologies & situations 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Why has it so far been so difficult to follow and implement this process of ‘verticality’???

Students from elementary school have been studying English for the last 5 years and it’s time to go to big school.
Their English studeies so far have taken them to a A1 level from absolute beginner. They have experiemented with English, basic structures, common vocabulary – colours, animals, food, family – lexical groups that they can relate to, situations they can relate to.
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The student experience  

Relatore
Note di presentazione

Difficulties because of the shift from oral to 
 more writing activities

Analyzing language structures/grammar  
 might sound complicated (riflessione sulla 
 lingua)

Repetition of what has already been learned   
 previously often creates a negative attitude


More formal lesson format
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Relatore
Note di presentazione
We need to somehow construct ‘a bridge’ between one level of school and another. How can we facilitate this passage and render the experience of passing from primary to secondary school more positive?



Bridging the gap 



Relatore
Note di presentazione
Students from elementary school have been studying English for the last 5 years and it’s time to go to big school.
Their English studeies so far have taken them to a A1 level from absolute beginner. They have experiemented with English, basic structures, common vocabulary – colours, animals, food, family – lexical groups that they can relate to, situations they can relate to.




Relatore
Note di presentazione
But often when they get to the next school level, they will meet some familiar structures and lexical groups.
Their first thought?  «I’ve already done this. Why do I need to do it again?»



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blue 
 
Green 
 
Red  

Building language knowledge 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Here is An example of a vertical curriculum.

The first time we teach colours in school, we have students pronounce them, memorise them and remember them by doing some basic non linguisitcal exercises like “match the colour to the object”
We could also have them identify colours in a picture. “What colour is the boy’s t-shirt”ù
We can chant and repeat to improve pronunciation and intonantion
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Building competence 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
When we revisit this lexical group we should try to get students to apply that knowledge by giving them a task such as colour by numbers where students will combine previous knowledge along with prediction to complete the task.
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Primary 

Secondary (primo grado) 

Secondary (secondo grado) 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
 we  can illustrate this by showing the school stages like this
Primary school – introduces 
Primo Grado – continues to introduce new language while recycling and repeating key structure and vocabulary
Secondo grado – cements that learning by getting students to complete tasks «in language»
Along the way, students meet various mini tasks and projects to complete to build their language competence 



Primary 

Secondary (primo grado) 

Secondary (secondo grado) 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
 we  can illustrate this by showing the school stages like this
Primary school – introduces 
Primo Grado – continues to introduce new language while recycling and repeating key structure and vocabulary
Secondo grado – cements that learning by getting students to complete tasks «in language»
Along the way, students meet various mini tasks and projects to complete to build their language competence 



With knowledge comes competence?  

Relatore
Note di presentazione
It would be nice to think that as language knowledge increases so do language skills and competence but it’s not the case.
As a teacher I have met students who have an incredible knowledge of English Grammar and high levels of reading comprehension but production and aplication of this language is poor.
This is usually because the activities they have been doing while learning English aren’t necesserily relevent to what they will need to do with the language in the future.
So they forget what they have learnt because they don’t use those particular structures.




  

We need to ensure that  
what we do in the 

classroom reflects what 
students need to do with 
English in their everyday 

lives 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
 While Grammar, vocabulary, reading, listening, speaking and writing skills are important it needs to be relevant to what students need outside the classroom.
For example, when did you last have to tell someone about your daily routine?
Important phrases to learn but appropriate for a speaking exercise?

Today we will look at some learning essentials




Relatore
Note di presentazione
The context that language is presented in , needs to reflect their age, surroundings and level.
Pearson provides that structure with syllabus that are matched to ministerial requirements and the CEFR scale of langauges.
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Utilising Classtime 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
students get used to doing activities, activities that they will become familiar with in time and maybe also bored of.

what do we do when students encounter something they have already done.

For example.

Present simple – To be – probably in Unit 1 of every coursebook in every year from 1° year elementary to 1° year SSSG biennio.
But relevant to every situation the student will find themselves in, at every level of English.

“Oh no – not again”.
Yes I’m afraid so
Ok everybody repeat after me 
I am 
You are
He/she/it  …..or maybe you could try different techniques
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Primary School  
teaching methods 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
We typically teach English in the Primary classroom through the use of:-
Stories 
Songs 
Rhymes
Circle time activities
Total Physical Response 
Music 
Games 
Pictures
Flashcards
Realia
Drama
Art and craft   
Overall we can see that the VAK teaching and learning principal is very important. In other words teachers use and children learn through a lot of visual, audio and kinaesthetic stimuli. 



Todi 31/05/12 26 

Secondary School  
teaching methods  

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Main differences.
More formal
More writing 
Longer readings 

Less ‘physical’ approach 
Less ‘visual’ approach to vocab learning 
Teacher centered lessons based on   
  coursebook 

But there is an opportunity to start constructing competences and literacies now because students have a base to build on 



  

21st Century Skills 
& Digital Literacies 

Communication 
 
Collaboration 
 
Critical thinking 
 
Creativity 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
So we can see that the presentation of the language changes as we move upwards through the school system.
The teaching methods are changing too.
Now it becomes more about what students can do with the language rather than what they know about it.
Recycling, revisiting, reusing  the language already taught and applying it …



Informed Teaching 
 

  

Classes are good for ... 

Interaction face to face (F2F) 
Praise and encouragement from 

the teacher 

Measuring skill / 
progress against 

others 

Asking questions 
as they arise 

Communication activities 

Co-operative learning 
activities 

Creating a social learning 
environment 

Classes are good for… 
Communication activities 
Creating a social learning environment 

Face to face interaction 
Asking questions as they arise 

Co-operative learning 
Praise and encouragement 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
All of these activities are usually done in class.

But not all activities are suited to the class environment.
With about 90 hours a year of classtime , we need to be selective of what we do in class.

get teachers to brainstorm things that classes are good for. 
Brief feedback then run through points on slide.



How would you teach this initial 
unit dialogue? 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Elicit answers like
Look at the photo
Talk about the photo
Look at the title
Ask questions…

But underline the fact that the title says “Nice to meet you” … Greetings…..Hello…my name is …….AGAIN !!!
So students are going to be negative because they have already done these structures.

So create an interesting sequence to get them back on your side.



A reading sequence to develop 
competence … 

1. Create interest 
 

2. Get the gist 
 

3. Work on the detail 
 

4. Exploit the theme 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
An very important aspect of teaching is the sequence in which the activities are carried out.
This is important to activate and hold your students attention until they reach the required objective or outcome.

Here is an example sequence for a reading activity



Create interest in the subject 

Why do I 
have to do it 

again 

But I already 
did this at 

Primary School 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
First we are going to activate student schemata.
What they already know.
And then build on that.

How ?




Use pre-prepared activities to 
introduce the theme 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
First though let’s look at the context this language this presented in.

I am certain that the first time the students met this language it wasn’t on an ice rink with a kid with «cornrows»

Let’s use the background and cultural notes to bring the students’ interest back to the target language.




“Self-awareness and cultural expression” 
Raccomandazione del Parlamento Europeo e del Consiglio, 

18/12/2006 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
To make this accessabile to all students,  we put these notes in Italian to cement understanding and maintain interest.
Students are challenged with small and progressive comprehension check questions as they move through the warm up.
They understand the context of the target language.
It becomes relevant.

Not only that,  «Self awareness and cultural expression is one of the key competences we should be teaching.



Got the gist ? 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
These exercises can be done together as a class, in groups, pairs or even individually but always better in company



Now look at the text… 

Key vocab pre-taught 
 
Situation / location   
 understood 
 
Characters  identified 
 
Cultural background  
examined 
 
Ready to read … 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Finished that? OK.
Where are we?

Key vocab pre-taught

Situation / location  
 understood

Characters  identified

Cultural background 
examined

Context made relevant

Ready to read …

Now approach the dialogue with the confidence that the students will already have met 80% of the language they are about to read.
Present it traditionally (read and listen together) or  
Modern (Karaoke and role play)
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Now look at the text… 

Key vocab pre-taught 
 
Situation / location   
 understood 
 
Characters  identified 
 
Cultural background  
examined 
 
Ready to read … 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Finished that? OK.
Where are we?

Key vocab pre-taught

Situation / location  
 understood

Characters  identified

Cultural background 
examined

Context made relevant

Ready to read …

Now approach the dialogue with the confidence that the students will already have met 80% of the language they are about to read.
Present it traditionally (read and listen together) or  
Modern (Karaoke and role play)




Work on the detail 

Places Names Adjectives 
Manchester 
 

Mark New 

Newham High School Megan 

Who is it ? 
 
 

 

Put as many words in these columns as possible 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
In a vertical curriculum one of the first lexical chunks a student will encounter is “My name is…” , “ I’m from ….” and “ I am …years old”.
Think about how many times and in how many different situations a student will require those phrases. They become second nature after a while.

While a student’s name may never change, their age and where they live will…
Student’s learn to  manipulate these phrases as the context, in which they use them, changes

So use the exercises in the book or create your own.



Unit 1 – Nice to meet you 
 
 
• La tua famiglia 
• Aggettivi per descrivere le persone 
 

 
 
• Pronomi personali soggetto  
• Present simple - to be, 
   forma affermativa  
• Aggettivi possessivi 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
This is the scope and seguence taking from the beginning of the students book.
Yes they are familiar lexical groups – parts of the body, adjectives of appearance
And also structures they would have met before (Personal pronouns, possesive adjectives and ……TO BE !!

So they already know it?  
Time to put it together



Exploit the text… 
Now you have the students interested  

in the theme, go further with it! 
 

Example tasks (with an objective!) 
 
• 1. Make a poster profile of one of the children 
• 2. Design a cartoon with the sequence of events 
• 3. Role play what happens next.  

 

“Initiative taking and entrepreneurial skills” 
Raccomandazione del Parlamento Europeo e del Consiglio, 

18/12/2006 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
So a successful vertical curiculum will have the students revisit and revise the target language, recycle previously learnt vocab and then go on to apply it to the context they are in.

For example in this unit we could :
Make a poster profile of one of the children show the class

2. Design a cartoon showing the events that led to this scene Present it to the class and put it on the wall.

3. Create a Role play about what happens next               act it out with your partner




Relatore
Note di presentazione
Another challenging area in ELT is speaking.

How many of you have difficulty teaching this ability?
Examples?



They just 
wanted to 

talk in 
Italian 

How could I have 
given them all a 
chance to speak? 

They kept 
making 

mistakes 

They just didn’t 
know  what to say… 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Any of these look familiar.
Speaking activities are a daunting task when faced with 28 children of varying competence in English.
How do you organise a successful speaking activity..



So who shall I ask first …? 

Pick me! 
Pick me ! 

Please 
don’t pick 

me 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
First of all, think about your surroundings.

Some of your students will be able to speak better than others.
Chances are, they will want to answer the questions.
That doesn’t give the others a chance.

Others lack confidence in front of others
What do you do?



Speaking exercises should… 

•Be well scaffolded,  
 

•Be supported by teacher 
 

•Involve planning stages   
     
•Be done in student pairs / groups  
 
Objective, purpose, relevance and outcome 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
be well scaffolded, supported by teacher
involve planning stages  
    
		Making notes, key points, trigger words

be done in student pairs / groups rather than teacher              student situations
have a goal.                                                   	
	
		Objective, purpose, relevance and outcome




” Today we we are talking about 
families ” 

I did this at 
Primary 
school 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Remember the vertical curriculum is about revsiting langauge but in different, interesting contexts.

Let’s start with a familiar topic….Family

We can let technology help us a bit here. All of our new titles now have every text, long or short with accompanying audio



” Today we we are talking about 
families ” 

This is new 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Remember the vertical curriculum is about revsiting langauge but in different, interesting contexts.

Let’s start with a familiar topic….Family

We can let technology help us a bit here. All of our new titles now have every text, long or short with accompanying audio



Speaking sequence … 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
When executing the speaking exercise how can we manage the activity to avoid problems like 
“Speaking Italian”, “fear of going first”, “Shyness in front of other classmates”, by preparing our students well first.

Here we can see a variety of exercises testing different abilities and sub skills before we get to the main speaking activity.
This kind of sequence may well last for two classes with the prepatory exercises being done in the first hour and production exercise in the second.

We start with a reading / listening exercise to present examples. Then move on to some basic comprehension check questions.
Then we can point out some common errors that occur when working in this context and offer advice to try and avoid mistakes. (although you need to make mistakes in order to learn !!)

We can then work on pronunciation as a sub skill with maybe a drilling routine or a chant.

How can we involve everyone in this sequence?

 Elicit ideas (if no ideas come out suggest ---pair and group work and explain why it is essential to manage this in class.




Exploiting a speaking sequence ... 

In pairs, prepare an interview with a film star.  
Ask questions about his/her family. 
 
Draw your family tree – Put the names and 
relationships of the family members. 
 
Who is the favourite person in your family?  
   Create a profile about them (what they like,  
   things to do …) 
 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
And once the speaking exercise has been completed – don’t stop there. It’s now while your students are engaged and confident that you can measure their competence. You need to give them the opportunity to do so though.

provide relevant and intersting tasks to really cement understanding



“Learning to Learn” 
Raccomandazione del Parlamento Europeo e del Consiglio, 

18/12/2006 



Top 10 skills  
employers wanted  
in 2013 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/meghancasserly/2012/12/10/the-10-skills-that-will-get-you-a-job-in-2013/ 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
In 2013 , Forbes published a list of the 10 most important skills that employers now require.
Are these what we are teaching in our lessons?
If not, when can students find time to develop them?



Required (language) skills 
Critical Thinking 
Complex Problem Solving 
Judgement and decision making 
Active listening 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
there are relevant activities and tasks to complete throughout our books that will build skills and competence in language as students progress upwards through the curriculum.

Show examples and talk through a few .
For example.

Challenges and «on the spot» questions to get students to think on their feet – Critical thinking
Every exercise in the printed book has a digital version on either the ITE or Active book version challenging students of all abilites to solve them.

Self assessment checkpoints throughout the books were students judge their own progress – matching theire competences and skills to CEFR descriptors.

Videoes with two possisible endings – students need to decide

More listening practice than ever with every text in the book available in recorded audio.



Required (language) skills 
Critical Thinking 
Complex Problem Solving 
Judgement and decision making 
Active listening 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
there are relevant activities and tasks to complete throughout our books that will build skills and competence in language as students progress upwards through the curriculum.

Show examples and talk through a few .
For example.

Challenges and «on the spot» questions to get students to think on their feet – Critical thinking
Every exercise in the printed book has a digital version on either the ITE or Active book version challenging students of all abilites to solve them.

Self assessment checkpoints throughout the books were students judge their own progress – matching theire competences and skills to CEFR descriptors.

Videoes with two possisible endings – students need to decide

More listening practice than ever with every text in the book available in recorded audio.



Required (language) skills 
Critical Thinking 
Complex Problem Solving 
Judgement and decision making 
Active listening 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
there are relevant activities and tasks to complete throughout our books that will build skills and competence in language as students progress upwards through the curriculum.

Show examples and talk through a few .
For example.

Challenges and «on the spot» questions to get students to think on their feet – Critical thinking
Every exercise in the printed book has a digital version on either the ITE or Active book version challenging students of all abilites to solve them.

Self assessment checkpoints throughout the books were students judge their own progress – matching theire competences and skills to CEFR descriptors.

Videoes with two possisible endings – students need to decide

More listening practice than ever with every text in the book available in recorded audio.



Skill Practice 
1. Critical Thinking 

 
 

2. Complex Problem Solving 
 

3. Judgement and decision  
    making 

 
 

4. Active listening 
 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Are we preparing our students for today’s workplace by having them practice the skills that employers currently want ?
Are we giving students the best chances to develop their language competence through a series of tasks and projects?
Are we providing a structured, progressive and vertical curriculum with a spiraling series of recycling and remedial practice to cement what they are learning – without seeming boring?

YES WE ARE



0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Primary

Primo Grado

Secondo Grado

Knowledge, Skills, Competence

Competence Skill Knowledge

Relatore
Note di presentazione
By following this study route ,we can now say that as student’s language knowledge increases, so do their language skills and their language competence.



Student Life 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
But is all of this possible in 90 hours a year?
Students have busy lives

The school timetable with academic subjects to learn
Study time (in class and outside class)
Sport, exercise and after school activities
Socialising and colloborating with friends and family

As we are aware ,we have little and precious time in class and we have already seen how we should dedicate this time to language presentation and skills development. 

Homework is essential to develop students’ understanding because it gives them a time to practice …at their own pace
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When they mark it 
themselves, I’m never 
sure how well they did 

When I mark it myself, 
it then takes ages to 
transfer their marks 

into the register  

 

I never know 
whether students do 
their homework or 

not 

The trouble with homework is… 

It often takes a while to 
determine areas of 

difficulty – for the whole 
class and individuals 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Ask teachers what issues they encounter with homework – does any of the above look familiar???



Student  
Centred  
Learning 
 
 

= + 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Our state school titles now have the option of My English Lab across SSPG and SSSG.

A website designed to accompany class work and put students in the centre of their learning.
Providing practice, tutoring, direction and support on an individual basis without hours of teacher involvement.

https://sso.rumba.pearsoncmg.com/sso/login?lang=en&profile=iokingmel&service=http://mel.pearson-intl.com�


Judgement and decision making 
I need to spend more time 
on improving my grammar 

.. 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Students can see where they are with measurable outcomes
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Teachers monitor class progress 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
For the teacher feedback and a clear understanding of what the student is doing, how they are doing it and where they are having issues is fundamental this way we can adapt, prepare, and create our course in a way which fully embodies both INCLUSION and PERSONALISATION:

Clear and easy results and grades of the class and individual students

Here we can see an example of tracking students practice in a unit.
We look at their first attempt and then the last attempt to see their progress.

https://sso.rumba.pearsoncmg.com/sso/login?lang=en&profile=iokingmel&service=http://mel.pearson-intl.com�
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Relatore
Note di presentazione
This gives the teacher the ability to indicate to specific students to do specific activities 
And to Correlate and understand where common errors are recurring and act upon them quickly



Relatore
Note di presentazione
What book has all of this and more ?

Explain the punti salienti of TODAY



Relatore
Note di presentazione
What book has all of this and more ?

Explain the punti salienti of TODAY



= 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Provide a context for Pearson Academy by explaining that all the changes in teaching today are now available «explained « online in a logical sequence of webinars and courses



PEARSON ACADEMY: ONLINE 
 
 
 
 
 
Go to 
www.pearson.it/pearsonacademy 



So what does vertical 
curriculum mean to you ? 

«Doing things from the start rather than  
studying everything before performing» 

Alignment, coherence, scope,  
sequence, and intergration 

Continuity 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
See if what the teachers wrote down in the beginning is close to what we believe a curriculum verticale is.



 
 Per assistenza è possibile contattare lo staff  
 
Pearson scrivendo al seguente indirizzo          
 
e-mail: formazione.online@pearson.it  
 
oppure chiamando il numero : 0332.802251 

mailto:formazione.online@pearson.it�


INFORMAZIONI UTILI 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno inviati via e-mail 

 
• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente le istruzioni per 

scaricare, dal sito Pearson, i materiali presentati oggi  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prossimi incontri: 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

         Making the right choices: developing essential 

skills for 21st century learners 

http://www.pearson.it/calendario-teaching-today 

20 Marzo - Valutazione formativa e competenze digitali  
 



Pearson Academy su Facebook 

Se avete suggerimenti o 
suggestioni che volete condividere, 
potete andare sulla pagina 
facebook di 

  

“Pearson Academy – Italia” 
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